




























Attachment 3 
 

Section 26.45: Overall Goal Calculation 
 

Amount of Goal 
 
TRPA’s overall goal for the following time period 2008-2009 is the following:  18.7% of the Federal 
financial assistance we will expend in DOT-assisted contracts, exclusive of FTA funds to be used for the 
purchase of transit vehicles. 
 
$1,400,000 is the dollar amount of DOT-assisted contracts that TRPA expects to award during FFY2009.  
This means that TRPA has set a goal of expending $433,840 with DBEs during this fiscal year. 
 
 
Methodology used to Calculate Overall Goal 
 
Relevant Market Area 

Analysis of availability begins with the determination of a relevant geographic market for the TRPA. There 
are no firm guidelines for defining the relevant geographical market area.   In general, this area should 
describe the region from which the TRPA normally awards a bulk of their contracts.   Due to the 
complexity of a majority of our available contracts for this fiscal year and our remote geographical setting, 
there is no concrete geographical area for which a majority of our contracts are awarded.  This in turn, 
was a determining factor in designating our relevant geographic market. 

The TRPA jurisdictional boundaries include the following: El Dorado County, Placer County, and the City 
of South Lake Tahoe within the State of California and Washoe County, Douglas County, and a portion of 
Carson City within the State of Nevada.  The Tahoe Basin is an isolated region located 30 miles from any 
major population center.   Due to the regions remoteness, the TRPA has concluded that the most 
practical and definable means of designating a geographic market is to use the closest Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA), which is the Reno, NV MSA.  The Reno Metropolitan Statistical Area is federally 
defined to include all of Washoe County. 

Other factors which influenced the determination of the relevant market area include: 

 Inclusion of out-of-state firms creates a situation where the relevant market area is difficult to 
define. A count of out-of-state firms must then be included in the DBE percentage causing a 
distortion of the market area. 

 Due to the amount of specialized projects, qualified firms are difficult to locate within the 
TRPA’s jurisdiction.   

 The highest concentration of ready, willing, and able DBE’s in the region are located within 
the Reno Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) 

For these reasons, TRPA have limited the relevant market to Washoe County, NV. 

 

Establishment of Overall Goal 

TRPA will establish an overall goal on a Federal Fiscal year basis (Oct. 1  – Sept. 30) for the participation 
of DBE’s in all DOT-assisted contracts exclusive of FTA funds to be used for the acquisition of transit 
vehicles.  TRPA’s overall annual goal represents the amount of ready, willing, and able DBE’s that are 
available to participate in contracting opportunities.  The TRPA intend to meet this goal to the maximum 
extent feasible through race and gender-neutral means.   

 



 

Step 1: 26.45(c) 
 
TRPA’s overall goal for Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE’s) participation in U.S. Department of 
Transportation assisted contracts is based on the demonstrable evidence of the availability of ready, 
willing, and able DBE’s relative to all businesses ready, willing, and able (49 CFR Part 26.45). These 
contracts are exclusive of FTA funds to be used for the purchase of transit vehicles.  The following is a 
breakdown of the federally funded projects anticipated to be let between October 1, 2008 and September 
30, 2009.   

 

Project Name Federal 
Amount 

Responsible 
Agency 

FHWA/FTA PL/Section 5303 - General 
Planning/Consulting 

$1,000,000 TRPA 

TTD/BlueGo Transit Operations 300,000 STATA/TTD 

FHWA-PL-South Stateline PSR 1,020,000 TRPA 

TOTAL AVAILABLE $2,320,000  

 
Determine the base figure for the relative availability of DBEs. 
 
The base figure for the relative availability of DBE’s was calculated as follows: 
 
    Ready, willing, and able DBEs  =  14 
 Base figure  = ________________________   = .187 
 
    All firms ready, willing and able  =  75 
     
The data source or demonstrable evidence used to derive the numerator was the Nevada Department of 
Transportation DEB Directory. 
 
The data source or demonstrable evidence used to derive the denominator was Census Bureau’s 
Business Pattern Database (CBBP). 
 
The following NAICS codes were used to determine the number of firms DBE-certified firms and the 
number of all firms in Douglas County, Nevada: 
 
541330 – Engineering Services 
541611 – Administrative Management & General 
541618 – Other Management Consulting Services 
541620 – Environmental Consulting Services 
541690 – Other Scientific and Technical Consulting 
541990 – All Other Professional, Scientific, and Technical 
 
When we divided the numerator by the denominator we arrived at the base figure for our overall goal and 
that number was 18.7%.  Therefore, TRPA would expect to spend at least $261,800 on DBE-certified 
contracts. 
 
Step 2: 26.45(d) 
 
The second step in developing the overall goal is intended to adjust the base figure to reflect as 
accurately as possible, the DBE participation the TRPA would expect in the absence of discrimination. 
The current capacity of DBE’s to perform work on the TRPA’s DOT-assisted projects was reviewed to 
determine if the relative availability of DBE’s needed to be adjusted upward or downward.   

In reviewing our contracting practices it was determined that due to our remote geographical setting and 
the amount of highly specialized projects ready, willing and able DBE’s in our Relevant Geographic 
Market Area were not available to conduct such work.  Due to the fact that all of our contracts were 



issued to firms outside of our Relevant Geographic Market Area; there was no adjustment made to our 
base figure.  Therefore, the established overall goal for the TRPA for FFY 2009 is 18.7%. 

  

Public Participation 
 
We published our goal information in these publications: Sierra Nevada newspapers, American Public 
Transportation Association, and Passenger Transport. 
 
We received zero comments from individuals or organizations. 
 
 
 






































































